registration seeing a similar rise of 54 percent. These increases have been a result of the growth of the voting age population which has experienced greater mobilization and incorporation for reasons we will discuss.
The geographic concentration of Latinos in certain key states has enabled them to exert their political influence. It is in heavily Latino states like Arizona, California, New Mexico, Texas, and Florida, where Latinos have been able to exert a more prominent influence in electoral races. In recent years, we have seen Latino immigration to non-traditional destination states in the South. The political implications of this "new Latino South" are still not fully explored.
Second, this paper will investigate the growing Latino representation that has in part resulted from rising electoral participation as well as other factors, such as redistricting, institutional designs of legislatures, and the mainstreaming of Latinos in the United States.
Third, we will discuss the more prominent role that Latinos are holding within party politics. Every election year, we see both parties increasing courting Latino voters with Latino friendly messages and Spanish-Language advertising. The state of Latino partisanship in the United States has faced a great degree of speculation and interest. In recent years some have speculated the Latino vote to be in fact "up for grabs," with foreign-born Latinos being a prime target for Republican efforts. The future trajectory of Latino partisanship is clearly in question, which could bring significant changes to Latino party influence and party politics in general.
Lastly, this paper will analyze some of the policy implications that could result from Latino political influence. If the two parties are seeking to make gains among this young immigrant population, policies regarding education, jobs, and health care are "bread-and-butter" 4 issues that Latinos deeply care about. Since approximately 35 percent of Latinos are under the age of 18, education policy has a unique role. Basic educational attainment is serious issue in Latinos communities with over 40 percent of adult Latinos having dropped out of high school.
Access to higher education is also an important policy issue that received increased attention particularly with new efforts to pass the DREAM Act. Although we should expect greater political influence to lead to the enactment of policies that better serve Latino interests, the reality is that policy gains have not come easy to Latino communities. Future policy gains may require not only greater participation among Latino voters, but a more diversified strategy by Latino elected officials and leaders in higher education.
I. Growing Latino Demographics
The news media has recently paid particular attention to the dramatic population growth of Latinos in the United States. As demonstrated in Figure 1 , since the 1970's the Latino population has grown dramatically, and the projected growth of this population is just as remarkable. As of the 2010 U.S. Census, there are approximate 50.5 million Latinos in the United States, making up approximately 16.3 percent of the United States population (Passel et al. 2011 ). In the last decade alone, the nation's Latino population grew by over 46 percent, which was more than four times the growth rate of the total U.S. population. By 2050, Latinos are expected to make up about a quarter of the U.S. population with a projected 102.6 million Latinos living in the United
States. This projected growth is remarkable when considering that in 1970 Latinos accounted for less than five percent of the U.S. population. Since 2000, Latinos population growth has
accounted for approximately half of all population growth in the United States, which not only makes them the largest, but also the fastest growing minority group in the country. The Asian population is the only group rivaling the growth rate of Latinos, but their total population lags significantly behind Latinos.
[Insert Figure 1 Here] This is a population that has grown not only as a result of natural increase, but also through various waves of migration. In the 1990's, the majority (56 percent) of this group's population growth was due to immigration. This immigration was propelled by not only Mexican migration, but also a growing migration among Central Americans that had begun in the previous decade.
But since 2000, we have seen a turnaround, with approximately 60 percent of Latino population growth being driven by natural increase, rather than immigration (Fry 2008) . These trends have resulted in a burgeoning young native-born Latino population that is just beginning to transform the American political landscape.
In comparison to whites, Latinos have significantly higher birth rates, which have resulted in
Latinos being a much younger population than non-Hispanic whites. This is evident when comparing the median age of groups, for the median age of Latinos is 27, whereas for whites the median age is 41. The youthfulness of this population is truly a phenomenon among the native- Latinos as a group are not monolithic; rather there they are diverse population with significant commonalities but also vast differences. They are a pan-ethnic group that is a self- Latinos also differ in regards to national-origin. They come from a large number of Spanishspeaking countries with the majority coming from Mexico. These differences in national-origin have resulted in Latinos having distinct historical trajectories in the United States. Latinos can have differing levels of political incorporation, language differences, and national-origins, which make them a diverse ethnic group.
Latino migration and growth in the United States has traditionally followed a path of geographic concentration in certain key states, as opposed to a general dispersion. As seen in Still, the demographic changes in these Southern states have spurned calls to the making of a "new Latino South". Latino population growth in these southern states became evident starting in the 1990's-a growth that has only expanded in the last twenty years. Of the Latinos coming to these southern states, the majority are foreign-born (57 percent), largely male, uneducated and young (Kochhar et al. 2006) . These young Latino males come to these new destinations in order to follow the job opportunities that have become available. Given that they have greater mobility, they have settled in the south because of the need for their labor. These southeastern states have had no previous historical experience with Latino immigration, leading to a lack of infrastructure in place to adequately address the needs of this growing population (Smith 2001) . Currently, the political implications of this "new Latino South" have just begun to be properly explored. We do know that these demographic changes have raised new concerns regarding education, housing, and poverty policies.
[Insert Although Latino registration and voting rates have long been significantly lower than their population figures would suggest, Latino electoral participation has made significant gains. As seen in Figure 2 , the Latino electorate, as a whole, has been become a more prominent part of the [Insert Table 3 . These disparities extend to other measures. Latino students are significantly more likely than white students to enter kindergarten unprepared to learn, to have to repeat a grade, to be suspended or expelled, and to drop out. They are less likely to start and finish college, and those that do are more likely to pursue an associate's degree rather than a bachelor's degree (Weiss 2004). Many Latinos face the double challenge of low socioeconomic status, which is associated with low performance on educational outcomes, and lack of English fluency, which hinders children's ability to understand their teachers and their parents' ability to navigate the extensive bureaucracy of the American educational system (Solórzano 1995).
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In terms of support for bilingual education, most Americans tend to have a positive view, although this depends on question wording. Two-thirds of Anglo Americans professed support of bilingual education in a survey conducted in 1983 (Huddy and Sears 1987) . However, what precisely does bilingual education mean? Transitional bilingual education means educating students in a foreign language until they are able to fully assimilate into English dominant classrooms. Maintenance bilingual education means educating students in two or more languages in order to create a truly bilingual adult. The American public has consistently favored the
former.
An additional, important predictor of attitudes on bilingual education has to do with the proximity of respondents to Hispanic populations. Much in the same way Key (1960) shows with voters in the South, Anglos who live in areas with larger proportions of Latinos are more likely to oppose bilingual education (Huddy and Sears 1987) . This is a variant of the "threat hypothesis" observed with white voters in areas with large African American populations (Giles and Hertz 1994) . Racial attitudes about Latinos are also strong predictors of attitudes on bilingual education. For example, feeling thermometers of Latinos often show significant negative affect. In 1983, Huddy and Sears (1987) found that Latinos were "among the least liked" groups (128). As such, programs perceived by voters to benefit a minority group, such as bilingual education, are often viewed with suspicion, if not outright disdain. Huddy and Sears (1987) note that "support for bilingual education is likely to erode over time" as voters become more informed over time regarding its various permutations. Has this borne itself out?
As John Kingdon (1984) demonstrates, members of Congress should be most responsive to their constituents on issues of high salience or importance. In what Wirt and Mitchell (1982) term "issue emergence," action is only taken by politicians if it relatively clear what constituencies want. In the case of education, every constituency wants "better" education, but precisely how to achieve this has been the subject of endless debate. With issues of low salience or importance, members of Congress traditionally have more discretion to vote their consciences without fear of voter retribution.
The "Promise" of No Child Left Behind for Latino Children
In 2000 
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V. Conclusion
The Latino population has recently soared to just over 50 million in the United States. At just over 16 percent of the population and growing, the Latino population is poised to influence American society in many ways. Its political influence, however, has traditionally lagged behind its numbers, and this will no doubt continue. Nevertheless, we remain hopeful that the growing demographic reality will ultimately lead to the full incorporation of Latinos in American politics.
For American politics is Latino politics. We cannot understand American politics without understanding the role of the largest minority group in the country and the definitive deciders in such key battleground states as Florida and New Mexico.
Latino representation in the United States can only go up from now. The question is whether Latinos will have the same quality of representation as other groups. In many areas, the fear is that growing Latino influence in electoral politics will trigger resentment and backlash, thus exacerbating the full inclusion of Latinos in American society. We are hopeful that such backlash will be isolated, marginalized, and repudiated, for Latino immigrants, like the Irish, Italian, and other ethnic groups preceding them in America, have only enriched American society in numerous ways.
Since Latinos care more about education than any other issue, it is imperative that policymakers continue to devise policies which will make America more competitive in the future. In 1983, the Nation at Risk report warned that America was lagging behind the world in terms of academic preparation. Since Latinos are a youthful population, it is all the more pressing that more is done to close the achievement gap and reduce the high school dropout rate.
This is not merely a Latino problem. This is a problem which has already affected American competitiveness in the world and will continue to put America at the risk of falling behind other major economies. We cannot wait and let the problem worsen. Our future literally depends on it.
Likewise, with immigration policy, it is simply unacceptable that more than 11 million people are living in the shadows and not able to live the American dream as they desire.
Comprehensive immigration reform must be addressed sooner or later. In the meantime, more deportations, family breakups, and other pathologies will continue unless Washington steps in with the courage to address a problem that is spiraling out of control.
26 Estimates derived from probit results using all Latinos in legislative districts with all other variables set at their means using CLARIFY ®, Casellas (2011) 
